ENTERTAINING  GANDHI
own industrial situation, our economic position, the
ignominy of the Means Test with its ruthless probing
into all the privacies of decent family life, the Indian
crisis with public opinion here completely moulded
by a tendencious Press hardening against the Indian
claim to Independence. There was passion In Ms
appeal to us to take our stand valorously as Christians.
Musing on his words, I passed a paper shop,
" Arrest of Gandhi/3 shouted the placard.*
Thus the unequal fight begins. I believe we
British are foredoomed to defeat In this straggle.
We cannot fight our best when the enemy persists
In keeping up the spirit of friendliness. We cannot
work up enthusiasm to nerve us to attack unresisting
men for very long. We cannot fight women. Their
strength is to keep still. They will lie down by the
score on the roads> on the railway tracks or wherever
else their assailants elect to pass with the munitions
of war.
Have you ever seen a procession of caterpillars
In Italy or the South of France^ passing along or
across a road on a long trek that some imperious
instinct compels them to undertake? A car may
destroy hundreds or thousands of them, but their
journey is not abandoned. A new leader is ap-
pointed so soon as the previous one Is destroyed;
their resources seem infinite. There are three
hundred and fifty million Indians.
As among the Christians In the early days when
Imperial Rome became the persecutor of the faith-
ful, the battle was set between the might of an
* See Appendix D.